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Labor Market Information

► IDES Labor Market Information: 
https:// ides.i l l inois.gov/resources/labor
-market- information.html

► Virtual LMI:
https:// i l l inois.virtual lmi.com

► Labor Market Economists:
Rita Podledneva, EDRs 1, 2 and 3
Logan Taira, EDRs 4, 5, 6 and 10
Eric Makela, EDRs 7, 8 and 9

https://ides.illinois.gov/resources/labor-market-information.html
https://illinois.virtuallmi.com/
mailto:Margarita.Podledneva@illinois.gov
mailto:Logan.Taira@illinois.gov
mailto:Eric.Makela@illinois.gov


Overview

►Current Labor Market Information
►Help Wanted Online (HWOL) Reports
► Learn More, Earn More: Projections and Wages
►Mass Layoffs Statistics Reports



Current Labor Market Information

Knowing the current situation in your area may help you answer 
the following questions:
► Is a layoff event part of regular labor market fluctuations or an overall 

labor market trend?
► Is a layoff event unique to an area, or is it part of a bigger picture?

Two main sources of information:
► Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) ⇒ unemployment rates; 

labor force, employed/unemployed counts
► Current Employment Statistics (CES) ⇒ industry composition and 

jobs counts



Local Area Unemployment Statistics
https:// ides. i l l ino is.gov/resources/labor-market-information/laus.html

Employment Situation Press 
Release:

Statewise and MSAs

Unemployment Rate Maps:
Counties, MSAs, LWIAs, EDRs

Files and Reports:
Current, Historical;

MSAs, LWIAs, Counties, EDRs

https://ides.illinois.gov/resources/labor-market-information/laus.html


Local Area Unemployment Statistics

Labor Force⇐
Employed 
Unemployed

► Employed: working for pay or profit
► Unemployed: jobless, looking for jobs, 

available for work

Labor Force► Unemployment Rate = Unemployed ∗100%



Current Employment Statistics
https:// ides. i l l ino is.gov/resources/labor-market-information/ces.html

Statewide and MSAs:
Use not seasonally adjusted reports 

for comparability with local area data

LWIAs, EDRs, NonMSA Counties 
Reports

https://ides.illinois.gov/resources/labor-market-information/ces.html


Current Employment Statistics

Employment by Industry

Industry Dynamics Industry Composition



Help Wanted Online

Is there any current information specifically on labor demand?
► The Job Openings and Labor Turnover Survey provides information on 

labor demand and turnover.
► Unfortunately, it is not available at the sub-state level.

Help Wanted Online (HWOL) database, Lightcast:
► Measures labor demand;
► Uses advertised online job vacancies;
► Not a complete list of all jobs available!



Help Wanted Online

https:// ides. i l l ino is.gov/resources/labor-market-information/hwol.html

► IDES implements a system of filters 
to “clean” the list of employers;

► Statewide and EDR-level reports are 
posted monthly;

► County and LWIA-level reports are 
available by request (PDF, Excel).

https://ides.illinois.gov/resources/labor-market-information/hwol.html


Help Wanted Online

Example: EDR 1 monthly HWOL Report
The top 20 employers and the top 20 occupations by active job postings

Job Postings: unique and active job vacancies during the reference period.



Help Wanted Online

Full reports include:
► Numbers of Postings and Intensity;

► Advertised Salary Info;

► Top Companies, Cities, Job Titles, 
Industries;

► In-Demand Skills;

► Job Postings Samples.

Custom reports can be filtered on:
► Time Period and Area;

► Occupations (SOC) and Industries 
(NAICS);

► Experience, Education, Skills etc;

► Active or New Postings.



Learn More, Earn More

Additional questions to consider when assisting with job search:
► Which occupations will be in demand over the next 10 years?
► What is the average compensation for these occupations?

Main LMI product:
► Learn More, Earn More publication ⇒ Top 7 In-Demand Occupations 

by Education/Training Level.

If an occupation of interest is not on the list:
► Employment Projections ⇒ Forecasted Number of Job Openings by 

Industry/Occupation/Area;
► Occupational Employment and Wages (OEWS) ⇒ Wages by 

Occupation.



Learn More, Earn More

https://ides.i l l inois.gov/resources/labor-market-information/lmi-publications.html

This publication is also available 
through the main page

https://ides.illinois.gov/resources/labor-market-information/lmi-publications.html


Learn More, Earn More

+ Vocational training and Long, Moderate and Short-Term On-the-Job Training



Employment Projections

h t tp s : / / id e s . i l l i n o i s . go v / re so u r ce s / la bo r -market-information/employment-projections.htm l

Statewide Projections:
5-year and 10-year projections are 

available

LWIAs and EDRs Projections: 
10-year projections only,

update is expected in 2025

https://ides.illinois.gov/resources/labor-market-information/employment-projections.html


Employment Projections

Example: LWIA 17 Employment Projections by Occupation

Use in conjunction with O*NET OnLine ⇒ Education and Skills Requirements; 
Related Occupations, Top Industries etc.

Projected
Annual
Openings

Occupations:
Codes and
Titles

https://www.onetonline.org/


Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics
https://ides.i l l inois.gov/resources/labor-market-information/oews.html

Wages are available for:
► Counties,

► MSAs,

► LWIAs,

► EDRs,

► Statewide.

Three types of wages:
► Entry (bottom third of wages);

► Median;

► Experienced (top 2/3).

https://ides.illinois.gov/resources/labor-market-information/oews.html


Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics

Example: LWIA 17 Wages by Occupation

Occupations:
Codes and Titles

Hourly/ Annual Wages:
Entry, Median, Experienced



Mass Layoffs Statistics



Mass Layoffs Statistics

Current situation:
► Two weekly reports based on five weeks of UI data:

1. Events with 50+ claims ⇒ includes potential layoffs not captured in WARN 
reports.

2. Events with 10–49 claims: ⇒ identifies potential future mass layoffs.
► Mailing list sent to accounts under the DES-DCEO/LWIA data-sharing 

agreement.



Mass Layoffs Statistics

Current Report #1: 50+ claims:

Employers by Area

Employer
Info

Number of Claims



Mass Layoffs Statistics
Current Report #2: 10-49 claims:

Number
of Claims

Employer
Info



Mass Layoffs Statistics

In the near future IDES we will not be able to produce these 
reports:
► BLS eliminated funding, support for the MLS program in 2013.
► IDES relies on outdated software without BLS support or support from 

DoIT.

Our suggestion: Develop a new report using the weekly claimant file 
and MS Office software.
► Not a 5-week moving window ⇒ based on initial claims from the 

previous week.
► Employer details (name, address, etc.) available.
► Access through the protected server.



Mass Layoffs Statistics

Proposed Alternative:

Employers Info Area FiltersNumber of Claims



Mass Layoffs Statistics

We value your input:
► Are you currently using the existing MLS reports?
► Would the proposed alternative report be useful for your work?
► Any other feedback, requests, comments?



Questions/Comments/Information Requests:
Rita Podledneva

Labor Market Economist
EI&A, IDES

Office: (217) 558-1237
Margarita.Podledneva@Illinois.gov

Thank you!

Questions/Comments regarding the MLS Reports:
Rich Reinhold

Manager, U.S. BLS programs
EI&A, IDES

Office: (312) 793-5896
Richard.Reinhold@Illinois.gov
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